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tendencies which were ' in the air' at that time.
Among such tendencies may be mentioned:

1.  The intellectual diversion from channels of

adventure to channels of research, exempli-
fied by the incorporation of the Royal
Society, which included literary members;
by the systematization of the sciences,
leading to the masterwork of Newton, and
by the requirements of social life, due to the
havoc wrought by the incendiaries and
iconoclasts of the Commonwealth, and by
fire and plague in London.

2.  The   growth   of literary   clubs,  and,   con-

sequently, of common standards of taste.

3.  The force of the reaction from the far-sought

elegances of the ' precious' writers, who
represent the decadence of the flowering-
time of the Renaissance.

4.  The return to rule and restraint in literary

composition,  associated directly with the

leaders of criticism in France, and, through

them, as well as directly, with the critics

of antiquity, such as Aristotle and Horace.

iv. The old and new styles are fairly accurately

described   as   * natural'    (or   * romantic')   and

classicalJ.

v. The ' romantic' tradition appealed to Italy,
the ' classical * to France.

vi. A marked feature of the change is the
disappearance of individuality, and the displace-
ment of personal conviction by general consent.
viL A marked result of the change is the use of
sober prose, suited to the standard of the Royal
Society, and the growing use of a form of verse